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Dealing with concerns in a fencing club setting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You are concerned about the 

behaviour of someone involved in 

Fencing 

• Stay calm 

• If the young person is present, reassure them that they are not to blame 

• Don’t promise to keep confidentiality or promise a possible outcome 

• Keep questions to a minimum 

• Ensure a detailed record of what has been said, seen and done is received at 

the time or as soon as possible 

No Could the concern be child abuse? I’m not sure 

If the concern is poor practice refer the concern to the Club 

Child protection officer 

Is the young person in need 

of medical attention? 

Yes definitely 

The club designated officer will either: 

• Follow club procedures for a first report of poor practice 

• Seek advice from the designated BFA safeguarding officer 

The club designated officer will either: 

• Follow club procedures for a first report of poor practice 

• Seek advice from the designated BFA safeguarding officer 

No Yes 
Does the abuse involve the 

club designated person? 

No Yes 

Contact the club 

Welfare officer 

immediately and follow 

their guidance 

Contact British Fencing’s 

Equality and Safeguarding 

Manager via the Hotline   

 Tel: 07526 003030 

 or the NSPCC                           

Tel: 0808 800 5000 

helpline and follow their 

guidance 

Where deemed appropriate the Club Welfare officer will 
contact and action may be taken by either: 

• British Fencing Welfare officer 

• Police 

• Local Authorities 

Possible Outcomes: 

• Further information requested; 

• Advice/warning as to future conduct/sanctions; 

• Further Training/ support needed; 

• Sanction by lead Department* 

• No case to answer; 

• Referral to Case Management Team for action, this may 
also include referral on to the local Authority Designated 
Officer 

Telephone for an ambulance 
or take the young person to 
hospital. You need to inform 
the parents you are doing this*. 

Inform the doctor of your 
concerns in relation to the child 
protection issues (the doctor 
will take the appropriate 
action). 

Inform your club designated 
officer of the action you have 
taken and they will inform the 
British Fencing Welfare Officer 

The club designated Welfare Officer will 
inform as necessary either: 

• Children’s Services 

• Police 
If you have been unable to contact your Club 
Welfare officer immediately either contact: 

• Children’s services 

• Police 

• NSPCC 24 hour Helpline 0808 800 
5000 

• Child line 0800 1111 

Possible Outcomes: 

• Referral to Local Authority Designated Officer 

• Police Enquiry 

• Criminal proceedings 

• Civil proceedings 

• Referral to Independent Safeguarding Authority (ISA) 

• No Further Action 

Phase 1: All complaints of poor practice should be dealt with via 
clubs complaints procedure in the first instance. 

Phase 2: Complaints of Poor Practice may be referred to the 
British Fencing Welfare Officer 

Remember – You can always contact the 24 Hour NSPCC 

Helpline (0808 800 5000) for advice and guidance. 

Child Line 0800 1111 
If referred to British Fencing Welfare Officer. The possible outcomes 
include: 

• Advice and/or warning as to future conduct 

• Independent assessment 

• Further support or training 

• Supervision and / or monitoring 

• Suspension 

• No case to answer 

* If the parents are allegedly involved in the abuse, only 

inform them that you are taking the child to hospital. Do 

not share any other information. 


